LESSON IV
(IHE OMUMU NKE ANO)
by
Onyema Nwazue
(Onyenkuzi)

Inlesson 11, we introduced the two classes of Igbo verbs we created and called I-dot and
[-dotless verbs in order to better explain the behaviour of Igbo verbs. Inlesson lll, we
discussed the days of the Igbo week, the weeks of the month, the months of the year, the
Igbo subject and possessive pronouns, and the conjugation of I-dot verbsin the present
progressive (or continuous) tense. In lesson IV, you will learn how to conjugate I-dotless
verbsin the present progressive (or continuous tense) as well as how to negate a sentence
or an affirmation with Igbo negative particles.

4.1 Formation of the Present Progressive Tense

If you are visiting our Language Centre for the first time, you are probably not conversant
with the terms |-dot and I-dotless verbs. If that isthe case, we urge you to go back and
read lessons Il and |11 before this one. Our common-sense approach to the teaching and
interpretation of 1gbo is so unique that you will not be able to skip some lessons and still
follow subsequent ones without running into stumbling blocks. So, the sooner you
familiarize yourself with our approach and novel way of interpreting Igbo linguistic and
cultural realities, the more comfortable you will feel as our lessons gradually progress.

Asyou recal, the term tense refers to the change in the form of the verb that shows the
time of the action described by the verb. For example, if | am doing now what | did
yesterday and will do again tomorrow, | will use different tenses (present, past, and
future) that reflect the time of each action to describe them so that you, the reader, will
know exactly when | did each of them. In other words, | will use the past tense to
describe what | did yesterday, the present tense for what | am doing at this moment, and
the future tense for what | will do tomorrow, as the following English examples show:

(1a) I went to school yesterday. (2a) | aterice and beans yesterday.
(1b) I am going to school now. (2b) I am eating rice and beans now.
(1c) I will go to school tomorrow.  (2c) | will eat rice and beans tomorrow.

Asyou aso know from lesson I11, we use the present progressive tense to describe or talk
about something that is happening as we speak. It shows that the action is continuing or
progressing at this moment, as you can see from sentence (2a) — (2f) below.

(2a) i na-8hi Gra.. | am sleeping (emphasizes the present moment).
(2b) ike na-agba 0so. ike isrunning (emphasizes the present moment).
(20) Ul na-éri fhe. Ul iseating (emphasizes the present moment).



(2d) 6 na-41u ogu. He is fighting (emphasizes the present moment).
(26) hA na-dgba figba. The arewrestling (emphasizes the present moment).
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(2f) i na-ana nti. | am listening (emphasizes the present moment).

To conjugate (= systematically arrange the different forms of averb) aregular I-dotless
verb, in the present progressive tense, take the following steps:

1. Cut off the infinitive marker of the verb (i) and replace it with the letter “€’ as
in the following example: 1de Akwukwo <----> 8dé& Akwukwo.

2. Placetheauxiliary verbna before the main verb and join both of them with
an obligatory hyphen. Example: €édé akwukwo (from step 1 above) will
becomena-édé Akwukwo.

3. Ensure that the appropriate complement accompanies the verb, as in the above
examples (see steps 1 and 2).

4. Do not replace the vowel of the auxiliary verb na with an apostrophe, as some

native Igbo speakers mistakenly do.
5. Follow each of the subject pronouns with the product of step (2) above, asin
the examples below:

By the way, let us clarify one thing before going further. Do you remember that every
Igbo verb has an infinitive form and that there are no exceptionsto the rule? If you do,
what isthe infinitive form of the above-mentioned auxiliary verb that you first came
acrossin lesson 111? And to what group of Igbo verbs doesit belong? The infinitive form

isind. Anditisan I-dot verb. We derived na from 1na by dropping the infinitive
marker. That is not always the case, though. Asyou will learn later, there are situations
inwhich 1na isused as an auxiliary verb in the infinitive form, with the marker intact.

To refresh your memory, an infinitive is the base form of averb. It expresses an action,
state, or process without reference to person (who or what performs the action) or time
(past, present, or future). In English, theinfinitive is usually preceded by the word to (to
write, to sing, to teach, to study, to cook, to smile, to laugh) which may be expressed or
understood. In this course, Igbo verbs are quoted in their infinitive — the form in which
they are being exhaustively listed in our dictionary (in the making).

Verb 1: ide akwukwo/ihe (to write)

SINGULAR PLURAL
1% Person M na-8dé Akwukwo/ihe Anyi na-édé Akwuykwo/ihe
2" Person 1 na-8dé Akwukwo/ihe (nlUna-8dé Akwukwo/ihe
39Person O na-&édé Akwukwo/ihe hana-8dé Akwukwo/ihe



Asyou aready know from lesson |11, a personal pronoun is a pronoun that shows by its
form whether it refers to the per son speaking, the per son spoken to, or the person (or

thing) spoken of. In the above conjugation, “11” is the person speaking, “1” is the person
spoken to, and “&” is the person (or thing) spoken about. Similarly, “4nyi” refersto the
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persons speaking, “Gnu” refers to the persons spoken to, and “h4” refersto the persons
(or things) spoken about. That said, let us apply the conjugation rules to another |-dotless
verb—ikwu Okwu or ikwu (ka (to talk/speak).

Verb 2: ikwu Okwu/lika (to talk or speak)

SINGULAR PLURAL

1% Person 1 na-ekw( Okwu anyi na-ekw( Okwu
2“Person 1 na-8kwd Okwu Gnu na-ékwi Okwu
3Person  § na-8kwd Okwu ha na-8kwi Okwu

In case you have not understood the points | am trying to put across, the pronoun of the
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first personis“m” (or “mQ”) withits plural “Anyi.” The pronoun of the second person is
“1” (or “1”) with its plural “Gnu” that refers to more than one person. And the pronoun
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of the third personis“&” (or “6”) with the common plural “ha” for both pronouns. Y ou

are now ready for the conjugation of nine additional I-dotless verbs that 1gbo speakers at
home and abroad use in their daily conversations.

Verb 3: iché échiche/tché (to think)

SINGULAR PLURAL
1¥Parson 1 na-éché échiche  anyi nd-éché échiche
2" Person 1 na-éché échiche  Gnu na-éché échiche
39Person O na-éché échiche  ha na-éché échiche

Verb 4: iri ihe/iiri (to eat)

SINGULAR PLURAL
1 Person 1 na-éri fheMri anyil na-éri ihe/Mri
2“Person 1 na-éri fhe/firi Gnu na-éri the/iri
3Person 6 na-éri thefiri hi na-éri fheMri

NOTA: iché échiche and iché Uché aretwo different manifestations of the
same verb. You can use them interchangeably with no risk of being misunderstood.



Verb 5: ishi ihe/firi (to cook)

SINGULAR
1% Person M na-éshi fhe/mri
2“Person 1 na-8shi fhe/iri
3%Person  § nd-éshi ihe/ari
Verb 6: isé 1he (to draw something)
SINGULAR
1% Person M na-ésé ihe
2"“Person 1 na-ésé ihe
3%Person {6 na-ésé ihe

Verb 7: ibe akwa (tocry)

SINGULAR
1% Person 1 na-8bé Akwa
2" Person 1 nd-ébé Akwa
3%Person 6 na-ébé Akwa

Verb 8: 1je 1jé (towalk)

SINGULAR
1% Person 1 na-8jé ijé
2“Pegrson 1 na-ejé 1je
3%Person 6 na-8jé 1jé

Verb 9: 1hi @ra (to sSeep)

SINGULAR
1*Person i na-éhi (fa
2" Person 1 na-éhi Qfa
39Person  § na-éhi (ra

PLURAL

- [N on + <& A -
anyl na-eshi lheMri
Gnu na-éshi fhemri

ha na-éshi ihe/ri

PLURAL

Il o w A - &
anyl na-ese lhe
-~ - R - &
unu na-ese ihe

ha na-ésé fhe

PLURAL
anyl na-8bé Akwa
(nu na-ébé Aakwa

ha na-ébé Akwa

PLURAL

anyl na-6jé ije

(nu na-&jé ije
. - 4o

ha na-ejé 1je

PLURAL
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anyl na-chl ura
~ - = < A
unu na-ehl ura

ha na-éhi (ra

NOTA: (f*a is an important verbal complement that is linked to a number of colourful

Igbo expressions. Since they are leep related, and we al sleep every day, we will list
some of them in Section 4.7 for your vocabulary enrichment.



Verb 10: ite égwu (to dance)

SINGULAR
1% Person 1 na-8té égwu
2“Person 1 na-8té égwu
3%Person  § na-8té égwu

Verb 11: ikpe €kpéré (to pray)

PLURAL
anyl na-été égwu
(nu na-&té égwu

hid na-&té égwu

SINGULAR PLURAL
1% Person f na-ekpé ékperée anyl na-ékpé ékpere
2" Person 1 na-ekpé ékpere (ni na-ékpé ékpere
3%Person 6 na-8kpé é&kperd h4 na-8kpé ékpers

4.2. Group | and Group Il Verbs

If you have studied lesson |11, you must have noticed by now that several verbsthat are
synonymous in Igbo do not always belong to the same class of verbs. Some do, asthe

following examples show:

GROUP | (I-DOTLESS)

isé foto (to take a photograph)
ishi Ari (to cook food)

ilite &to (to get or rise up)
ishi 6fe (to make soup)

ihu ékpe (to beg for pardon)
ileghari Anya (tolook around)
ishighe nri (to finish cooking)

GROUP I (I-DOT)

igba égwu (to dance)

Ugha (totell alie)
ikpo Aashi (to hate)
igbotd ihe (todrop sth.)
ihaji chi (towreak havoc)

igha

indru 4la (to sit down)

GROUP | (I-DOTLESS)

iwd foto (to take a photograph)
ighu nri (to cook food)

ibilite Oto (toget or rise up)
ite 6fe (to make or prepare soup)
ikpe ire (tobegfor pardon)
ikikéghari A&nya (tolook around)
ighughe nri (to finish cooking)

GROUPII (1-DOT)
igba hkwa (to dance)
ity ashi (totel alie)
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togbo 1he (to drop something)
ru ala/aryruala (to wreak havoc)
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kwisa Odu (to sit down)



ikagbu fhe (to cancel sth.)
iky fikpuruy (to sow seeds)
isa mbara (to bewide)
ituchi Gzod/ihe (tolock door)

duchi Akwa (to patch cloth)
sa chi (to see anew day)

And others do not, as in these examples:

GROUPI (I-DOTLESS)
ibe Akwa (tocry)

1j8 (towalk)
ihi {fa (to sleep)

& .
ije

ite égwu/lri (to dance)

igwid nkwa (to play music)

ije 6zi (torunan errand)

&y

I'e Oku (to burn)

0]

6kwu (to quarrel)

e

s
lufi ihe (tothrow sth. away)
gé nti (tolisten)

1u ilu (to be bitter)

me yzy (to make noise)

tu ihe (tolook/search for sth.)
me ihere (to beshy)

lewuwe Anya (to bevigilant)
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mechi Aanya (to closethe eyes)

dogbu The (to cancel something)

gha mkpuruy (to sow seeds)

sa ogbu/6bodobo (to be wide)
gbachi Uzo/ihe (tolock door/sth.)
tughe the (to open/unlock something)
gbachi &kwa (to patch/mend cloth)
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bd chi (to seethelight of anew day)

GROUPII (I-DOT)
ikwa akwa (to cry or shed tears)
iga 1jé (towalk)

A

irahy Ura (to sleep)

gba é&gwu (to dance)

ku Nkwa (to play music)

ga 6zi (to run an errand)

gba Oku (to burn)

ko Okwu (to quarrel)

tufu fhe (to throw something away)
nt{ (tolisten)

11u (to be bitter)

Uzy (to make noise)
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cho ihe (tolook or search for sth.)
S50 anya (to be shy)
gbariwa Anya (to be vigilant)
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hukpichi &nya (to close one's eyes)

Thelist is not exhaustive. We will reveal more about the structure of the Igbo verb in the
coming lessons. In the meantime, feel free to use the above verbs interchangeably.

4.3 Negation

The Igbo people have a proverb about reversible and irreversible actions that goes this
way: “Asu agbara agba Anaghi alAdghachi n’dnu” (the sdivaan individual
spits out of his mouth does not go back intoit). If everything that comes out of the



human mouth were to function the same way, like alobster cage with no exit, life on
earth would have been too rigid and alot more chaotic. There would have been no way
for us to change our minds about things we regret after doing them. And no way, too, to
disengage oneself from injurious commitments or to retract confessions made under
duress. Similarly, damages caused by careless statements, admissions made before the
facts, and honest mistakes would all have been irreparable. Most importantly, there also
would have been no way for us to say no after we have mistakenly said yes, and no way
to commute prison sentences or pardon wrongful doers. Fortunately for us, the universe
gives us leeway to change certain things. For example, we can repudiate a charge, nullify
agreements, and revoke permits — all by negating the original statements that gave rise to
them, since every thing under the sun implies the existence of its negative counterpart.

Igbo has different ways of expressing negativity, depending on the situation. And we
will examine all of them as the need arises. For now, we will focus our attention on the
negation of the conjugated verbs. So, how does an Igbo speaker say, for example, that he
or sheis not eating, not dancing, not singing, or not sleeping? Here are the steps to take:

1. For thefirst, second, and third person singular, attach the negative particle
—gh1 to the auxiliary verbna (= after dropping itsinfinitive marker) and
delete the obligatory hyphen, asin the following examples:

(@m na-éri ihe <--->m naghi €ri ihe.
(b) i nd-agb4d hkwal/égwu <----->1 naghi agba nhkwa/égwu.

(c) 6 na-éhi Gia <----->¢ nighi &hi Gfa.

2. For thefirst, second, and third person plural forms of the verb, prefix the
letter “a” to the auxiliary verb na (= after dropping its infinitive marker),

suffix the negative particle—gh 1 to it, and delete the obligatory hyphen,
as these examples show:

(@) anyi na-agQ akwykwo <---->anyi anaghi ag( akwukwo.

O
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(b) tnu na-agb4 Oso <---->(mu anaghi agbi ¢so.

(c)ha na-édé ihe <---->h& 4naghi &dé ihe.

3. Therules apply to I-dot and I-dotless verbs alike.
The first person singular and the third person plural aternative forms follow rule (1)
above. In other words, you do not prefix the letter “a” to the auxiliary verb because the

formsin question already begin with the letter “a”:

(Y4 na m éri fhe <-->4 naghi m éri ihe.

(ii)4 nd ha édé ihe<--->4 nidghi ha éde ihe.



(iii)4 na ha égwi égwu <----> 4 nighi ha égwu égwu.
(iv)4 na ha &kwd Okwu <---->4 nAghi ha &ékw( Okwu.

~ S O - ' - -t T
(V)4 na m elé anya<--->4 naghi m €lé anya.

4.4. Alternative Forms of |-dotless Verbs

The first person singular and the third person plural forms of the conjugated I-dotless
verbs above have alternative forms, just like the I-dot verbs we discussed in lesson I11.
To derive the forms, take the following easy steps:

STEP |I: Move the subject pronoun in between the auxialiry verb and the main
verb. Example:h nd-8dé ihe <--->nd m &dé ihe
STEP II: Delete the hyphen and insert aword space before and after the main

verb, asin the above example.
STEP I11: Place the letter a in the subject position (= the position of the pronoun

before the movement). Ex..nd m &dé ihe<--—-->4 nd m &dé ihe

If you follow the steps rigidly, as prescribed, you will end up with the following first
person singular and third person plural alternative forms for the eleven I-dotless verbs
conjugated above:

SINGULAR PLURAL
Veb1l:4 na m &dé ihe 4 nd ha &dé ihe
Verb2: 4 nd m &kwi Okwu 4 nd ha skwi Okwu
Veb3:4 nd m éché Gché 4 nd hd éché Uché
Veb4:4 na m éri fhe/Miri 4 nd ha éri fheMri
Veb5:4 na m &shi ihemri 4 nd ha éshi ihe/firi
Verb6: 4 na m ésé fhe 4 na ha ésé ihe
Verb7:4 na m ébé akwa a4 na ha ébé Akwa
Veb8 4 nd m &jé ijé 4 nd ha 6jé& 1jé
Verb9:4 na m ¢hi Gra 4 na ha ehi (ra
Verb10:4 na m &té égwu 4 nd ha &té égwu
Verb1l:4 na m ekpé ékpere 4 nd ha ékpé ékpers

4.5 Conjugation of Verbs: Negative

Asthe Igbo peoplesay, “ihe uwa anaghi aga ziziriri mgbe nile” (the
elements of the universe do not always move in astraight line). Sometimes, they do.



And sometimes they do not. To the Igbo, it isthis contradiction or conflict between the
two opposing forces that keeps their world of duality in a state of perfect balance by
preventing none of the seemingly antagonistic but complementary forces from actualizing
rigorously. The sameistrue of language — one of the elements of the said universe. The
eleven |-dotless verbs we conjugated in the present progressive (or continuous tense, the
I-dot verbs we examined and conjugated in lesson |11, and the hundreds of 1gbo verbs that
we have not yet looked at — all can be negated. To do so, the Igbo speaker or learner has
to apply the negation rules (outlined in the preceding pages) rigidly to the verbs. Itisas
simple asthat. Below isanillustration of how to apply them to I-dot and I-dotless verbs.

Verb 1: igu akwukwo (to read)

SINGULAR PLURAL
1% Person 1 naghi ag( Akwukwo Anyi Anaghi ag( Akwukwo
2¥Person 1 nAghi agd Akwukwo Gnu &naghi agd Akwukwo
39Person O nAghi dgd Akwukwo ha Anaghi agh Akwukwo

Verb 2: iché échichefiché (to think)

SINGULAR PLURAL
1% Person  MmnAghi éché Uché  anyi anaghi éché Gché
2“Person 1 nAghi éché Gché  (nu dnaghi éché Uché
39Person 6 nAghi éché Gché  hd dnaghi éché Gché

Verb 3: ichi &chi (tolaugh)

SINGULAR PLURAL
1% Person  fmnaghi Achi anyi Anaghi Achi 4chi
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2" Person  inAghi Achi Gnu 4dnaghi Achi 6chi
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39Person O naghi Achi ha dnaghi achi Ochi

If the subject pronouns above are replaced by their antecedents, the nouns they refer to,
thefirst, the second, and the third person singular forms will al prefix the letter “a” to the

auxiliary verb before attaching the negative particle —.gh 1 to it. In other words, they will,

in that case, follow rule (2) above just like the first, the second, and the third plura forms.
(Seestep 2.) Example:

INSTEAD OF THESE: YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES:
mnaghi éri fhe. 6ji anaghi &ri ihe (Qji isthe antecedent).
inaghi aga ije. ike anaghi aga 1ije (Ikeisthe antecedent).



A

6ndghi atq 0jo. jidé anaghi at(Q (jd (Jide = the antecedent).
naghi été égwu. k6 adnaghi été égwu (Uko = antecedent).
naghi ébi nko. adja Anaghi ébi Nko (Ajaisthe antecedent).
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4.6 Negative Alter native Forms

In Section 4.4 we outlined the steps that you are supposed to take in order to derive the
first person singular and the third person plural aternative forms of al the conjugated and
regular I-dotless verbs. In this section, you will learn how to derive the same formsin the
negative. So here are the smple rules that you are to follow:

For the negative equivalent of the first person singular alternative form:
STEP |: Move the subject pronoun in between the auxiliary verb and the main

verb. Example:h ndghi éri fhe <-->naghi m eri fhe.
STEP I1: Place the letter “a” in the subject position (= the position of the pronoun
before the movement. Ex.naghi €ri ihe <--->a naghi m eéri ihe.

For the negative equivalent of the third person plural aternative form:
STEP I: Move the subject pronoun in between the auxiliary (to which has been

attached the negative particle -gh 1) and the main verb, asin the following
example: hd anAghi éri fhe <---> dndghi ha &ri ihe

STEP I1: Separate the harmonizing prefix attached to the auxiliary from the latter
by inserting a word space between the two.

Example: anaghi hda éri ihe <--->4 naghi ha éri ihe

The bi-directional arrow that accompanies a particular rule simply indicates that the
operation goes either way (= proceeds in both directions). In other words, if you only
know what is on the left-hand side of the arrow, you can derive what is on the right—hand
sidefrom it and vice versa. That, | think, is another confirmation that the universe does
not always move in one direction.

4.7 Colourful Expressions and Vocabulary

As promised, here are some handy expressions that you should know and use in your
daily conversations. They are inspired by the verbs we conjugated in the preceding pages.

dkwukwo: 1 na-achd Obaakwukwo. | am looking for alibrary.
i na-edé akwukwo Igbo. Y ou are writing an |gbo book.
6 na-dkpa Akwukwonri. Sheis harvesting vegetables.

ha na-achd Akwukwoego. They need currencies (paper money).
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anyi na-éshi nri

nri gini ka { na-8shi?
4 na M &shi osikapa.

m na-adi adarada ji.
adarada ji na-atd uto
gini ka { na-ana?
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4a Ila I any mmirai.

ha na-Achi gi &chi
gini na-at¢ gi ¢chi?
6chi éze Abughi uto.

na-emé nka Okwu.
na hia émé nka Okwu.
ini bd isiokwu gi?

bi ireabadnu.
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na-ekwi ézi Okwu.
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na-aga 1jeé n’élu mmiri.

Morning prayers

We are building a prayer house.
God answers prayer.

Oji praysalot.

Let us pray!

He/sheis praying in Igbo.

Travel (= onfoot)
Travel (= by car)
Travel (= by train)
Travel (= by airplane)
Travel (= by sea/boat)
| am walking on water.

We are cooking (food).

What type of food are you cooking?
| am cooking rice.

| am cooking yam porridge.

Y am porridge isdelicious.

What are you drinking?

| am drinking water.

They are laughing at you.
What is amusing you?
Laughter is not friendship.

Y ou speak well (= are an orator).
They speak well (= are orators).
What is your topic?

You are atakative.

He/she speaks the truth.
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naghi ach$ fhi Gra.
chidi bu Agwo Gra.
Nngozi na-ério Ura.
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na-hi Gra nkita.
anyil na-ehi Oke (ra.

4.8 Assignment

| am feeling Sleepy.

He/she wants to sleep.

| don’'t want to sleep.

Chidi sleeps alot (metaphorically).
Ngozi isfeeling drowsy.

You are feeling drowsy.

Y ou sleep like adog.

| am not feeling sleepy.

Wedeep alot.

1. Conjugate the following verbsin the present progressive tense.

(i) ima Osu to sigh (ii) ikwo Ugba to somersault
(iii) ikwo Ggbo  todrive (iv) ibu Amuma to prophesy
(v) igba fbo to try sth. (vi) 1ty gbirikégbi  toroll
(vii)ile Anya to look (viii) 1zu woréworo to make noise
(ix) iza ike to rest (x) ikwa Gkwara to cough

2. Make the following Igbo sentences negative:

(@ jidé nd-éri ihe.

(b) Gché na-Achi Ochi.

(c) dmarachikwu na-éshi fari.
(d)igo na-agl akwukwo.

() enyi na-agba nkwa.
(f)imanu na-agba Oku.

(9) ikenna na-akwd ughba.
(h)ha nd-agbi nkeretarnke.
(Yha na-ézé girigiri.

()4 na ha add ndoromindo.

(k) 6zioma nd-Aza Ulo.

Jideis eating.

Ucheislaughing.

Amarachukwu is cooking (food).
Ugo isreading.

The elephant is dancing.

The oil is burning.

Ikennais somersaulting.

They are running helter-skelter.
They are stampeding.

They are engaged in atug-of-war.
Oziomais sweeping the house.

Thank you for your visit. Aspromised, lesson V will be up soon. So, come back soon.



